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Term diary
17 July, Monday

Term 3 begins

31 July, Monday

Bible Study leaders meeting

4-5 August, Weekend

Basecamp – Men’s Katoomba Convention

19 August, Saturday

Women’s Brunch – Patricia Weerakoon

26 August, Saturday

Men’s breakfast – Patricia Weerakoon

11 September, Monday

Bible Study Leaders meeting

15-17 September, Weekend Church weekend Away – Waterslea (Nowra)
20 September, Wednesday

Celebration and prayer night

22 September, Friday

Term 3 ends

2 October, Monday

Long weekend!

Sermon Plan
23.07.17

Revelation 1:1-8

Every eye will see

30.07.17

Revelation 1:9-20

Christ among his churches - I

06.08.17

Revelation 2:1-11

Christ among his churches - II

13.08.17

Revelation 2:12-29

Christ among his churches - III

20.08.17

Revelation 3:1-13

Christ among his churches - IV

27.08.17

Revelation 4:1 – 5:14

The Lion, the Lamb & the throne of God

03.09.17

Revelation 6:1-17

The judgements of God

10.09.17

Revelation 7:1-17

Salvation belongs to our God

17.09.17

Church weekend away

Christianity and creation care

24.09.17

Reformation

Scripture alone

01.10.17

Reformation

Christ alone

08.10.17

Reformation

Faith alone
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Recommended reading on the book of Revelation

For everyone


Read Revelation!



Review the diagrams on pages 4-6. They are produced by Mark Barry and are used
by permission. www.visualunit.wordpress.com

For those preparing to lead studies –helpful reads are:


‘Apocalypse now and then – Reading Revelation today’ by Paul Barnett. $20



‘Revelation’ by Leon Morris – Tyndale New Testament Commentary. $20



‘The Message of Revelation’ by Michael Wilcock – Bible Speaks Today series.



‘The Gospel in Revelation’ by Graeme Goldsworthy – The Goldsworthy Trilogy - $20

For those with lots of time and a desire to really stretch themselves
Both of the works cited here are reference commentaries and therefore scholarly works.
They both include some pastoral application but lots of material on background, historical
issues, questions of theology and translation as well as extensive interaction with other
reference material.


‘Revelation – A shorter commentary’ by G K Beale - $40



‘Triumph of the Lamb: A commentary on Revelation’ by Dennis E. Johnson



‘Revelation’ by Craig S. Keener - NIV Application Commentary Series (NIVAC) – $25
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The Symbols in Revelation
Throughout the book of Revelation the apostle John uses symbolic language.
Below is a summary of the symbols used and what they mean.

White
Purple/Scarlet
Sea beast and harlot
Land beast/false prophet
7
6
3½ years
12
24
144,000
1000
Lion
Ox
Eagle
Man
Lamb
Horn
Eye
Right hand

Conquest and rule
Imperial and regal
Roman emperor and his
government
Roman provincial governors
Complete and eternal
Pretentious and evil
A period within human history
Leaders of the redeemed people
of God
Leaders from Old and New
Covenants
The redeemed
A great number
Nobility
Strength
Speed
Wisdom
Helplessness
Kings, Power (strength)
Knowledge
Authority
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THE STRUCTURE OF REVELATION
© 2010 Mark Barry. Please do not republish without permission, but feel free to copy for personal use.

INTRODUCTION

1-3

GOD’S THRONE
NEW CREATION

22:6-21
CONCLUSION

THE REIGNING CREATOR
& THE REDEEMING LAMB

4-5

GOD’S UNFOLDING
JUDGEMENT & MERCY

GOD’S THRONE
HEAVEN

JESUS AMONG HIS
7 CHURCHES

7X

6:1-8:1

7X

7 SEALS

8:2-11:19

7X

7 TRUMPETS

12-14

15-16

UNNUMBERED SIGNS

7X

7 BOWLS

17:1-19:10

THE FALL OF BABYLON

19:11-20:1

THE FINAL VICTORY

GOD, THE LAMB & THE REDEEMED
REIGNING IN THE NEW JERUSALEM

21:1-22:5

JESUS RETURNING SOON
FOR HIS CHURCHES
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Aim

Application

Study 1

Study 2

Study 3

We are loved by God,
forgiven by God and
given a new destiny –
the day is coming
when we will no
longer walk by faith
but actually see Jesus
Christ.

Developing selfsufficiency is
pitiful in
comparison to
how awesome
Jesus is.

We will be held
accountable for the
gifts we ahve been
given, but to hold
onto Christ is
eternal life.

Pursue knowing
Jesus Christ better
and worshipping
him by reading
Revelation.
Greater confidence
in the ultimate
victory of God

Express your total
dependence on
Christ by listening
to him and obeying
him.

Self deception is so
easy! (Jer 17:9); we
need to constantly
assess our motives
and actions.

Study 4

Compromise with
the world leads to
the rebuke of
Christ. (Proverbs
25:26)

Reputation lasts a
day, but God’s
promises last
forever.

Consider your
teaching diet: what
is the balance
between
developing the
mind of Christ and
entertainment that
reinforces the
values of this
world?

The gospel is
salvation to those
who believe
(Romans 1:16)

Advice for
idolatry: Flee!
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Study 5

Study 6

Aim

Application

God is sovereign
over all things and
so is worthy of
worship.

Our lives are to be
lived in worship of
God in all things
by taking the form
of the cross.

Study 7

Jesus is enacting
God’s judgment on
the world already,
and will bring it to
its climax in the
end.

Be faithful to God
despite the
difficulties of life,
knowing that God
will win.
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Study8

Study 9

Study 10

Christians will suffer
but God will
accomplish his good
plan for their future.

Social evening

Celebration and
prayer night

Know that, even in
the midst of the
most violent
persecution, God
will protect you
and keep you.
Give praise to God
for his salvation;
blessing and glory
and wisdom and
thanksgiving and
honour and power
and might be to
our God forever
and ever!

Social evening

Celebration and
prayer night

Study 1 – Revelation 1:1-8 – Every eye will see him
Aim
 We are loved by God, forgiven by God and given a new destiny – the day is coming
when we will no longer walk by faith but actually see Jesus Christ.
Application
 Pursue knowing Jesus Christ better and worshipping him by reading Revelation.
 Greater confidence in the ultimate victory of God
‘The Revelation or “Apocalypse” of Jesus Christ’. What do you know about this type or style of
writing (genre)? What is God’s purpose in giving this revelation? [NB! Apocalyptic in the modern
sense means something like ‘catastrophic’, in the first C. it meant ‘unveiling / revealing’]
Read Revelation 1:1-3
1. Reflect on what you have read of Revelation. How does God ‘show’ what will soon take place?
How is this similar to what we read in Daniel 2:28-30, 45-47? How does the word ‘soon’
function? Should we expect the events of Revelation to be all in the future? Or do they focus
on present or even past events?
2. What are the four steps have resulted in this message being transmitted so you may hear it?
3. The first of seven (!) blessings is promised in v3? How is such blessing secured? What could
you do this term to ‘hear and obey’? (You may also want to read Revelation 22:6-21)
Read Revelation 1:4
4. The letter is addressed to the seven churches in the province of Asia? Given that ‘seven’ often
symbolizes fullness or completeness – why does this suggest that this letter is not only for the
seven churches named in this letter? Where else in the Bible can you think of examples
involving ‘seven’?
5. What do we learn about God in v4-5? How does citing Exodus 3:14-15 remind us of God’s
sovereign power? Why is it important to know this covers present, past and future?
6. What is God’s attitude towards the churches? Why is this important?
Read Revelation 1:5-8
7. What does it mean that Jesus is:
a. The faithful witness?
b. The firstborn from the dead
c. The ruler of the kings of the earth?
8. What has Jesus done for us in the past? How has he changed our future in v6? What is our
destiny and calling?
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9. John responds with worship! Right at the start of this letter – John reminds us that Jesus Christ
loves us, has freed us from our sins and called us to new life? Reflecting on this leads to
worship.

NOTES
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Study 2 – Revelation 1:9-20; 3:14-22 – Christ among his churches I
Aim
 Developing self-sufficiency is pitiful in comparison to how awesome Jesus is.
Application
 Express your total dependence on Christ by listening to him and obeying him.
Read Revelation 1:9-20
1. What are John’s circumstances?

2. What did John see when he turned towards the voice?

3. What is the significance of the “son of man” standing amongst the seven golden lampstands?

4. What was John’s reaction to Jesus’ words? What might your reaction have been?

5. How do the sovereignty of God and the ongoing presence of Christ through His Spirit help us to
view the challenges and suffering that comes into our lives?

Read Revelation 3:14-22
6. The last of the 7 letters is addressed to the church in Laodicea. What has gone wrong in the
Laodicean church? In comparison to ch 1, what have they lost?

7. How do you practically express the value of your relationship with Jesus?

8. In what ways do our earthly securities lead us to a self-sufficiency that diminishes our
dependence on God...
a. ... individually?
b. ... as a church?

9. How can we guard against going down the path of the Laodiceans?
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10. What encouragements are there for us in v19-22?

NOTES
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Study 3 – Revelation 2:1-11 – Christ among his churches II
Aim
 We will be held accountable for the gifts we ahve been given, but to hold onto Christ is
eternal life.
Application
 Self deception is so easy! (Jer 17:9); we need to constantly assess our motives and
actions.
Read Rev2:1-11
1. Try and describe life in the Ephesus church as we see it from the text.

2. “Who walks among the lampstands” – what do the lampstands represent and what could
the stars symbolise? Describe the picture this creates in your mind. (Ref Rev chapter 1:1216)

3. What good things are told of this church? How would you feel if people spoke to you like
that?

4. What might it mean to have endured and persevered under these circumstances?

5. The Two criticisms:
a. What was “the first love” and why was it so important?
b. “Remember the height from which you have fallen”. Where has this saying been
used before and why should the warning be so dire? Ref Luke 10:18
6. What is the problem with this church?

7. Verse 7 – What do we overcome, and how will eating from “the tree of life” affect us? Ref
Gen1:19, Gen 3:22 Luke 23:43
8. Verse 8- What do the titles indicated in this verse imply about “him”?

9. Verse 9- How can the church at Smyrna be considered rich?
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10. If you knew you were about to be persecuted how would you react and what would
comfort you?

11. What rewards are promised to the faithful and why?

12. Verse 11 “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death”. (Ref Rev 20:1415). How does this contrast with the promise in verse 7?

NOTES
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Study 4 – Revelation 2:12 – 29 – Christ among his churches III
Aim
 Compromise with the world leads to the rebuke of Christ. (Proverbs 25:26)
Application
 Consider the ‘teaching’ you are taking in. What is the balance between developing the
mind of Christ and entertainment that reinforces the values of this world?
 Don’t dismiss cautionary Christian counsel.
 Advice for idolatry: Flee! (1 Cor 10:14; Genesis 39:6-11)

Read Revelation 3:12-17 – Pergamum: conflict and compromise
1. What does Christ know about his church – v13? How does knowing that Christ is aware of
the situation and circumstances of his people impact you?
2. What encouragement and commendation does Christ have for the church at Pergamum?
3. What does the killing of Antipas suggest about the external opposition being experienced by
the church in Pergamum?
4. Jesus is critical of their toleration of ‘the teaching of Balaam’. What were the particular sins
of Israel incited by Balaam (Numbers 25:2-1; 31:8, 16)?
5. Sexual and spiritual infidelity has always been a temptation for God’s people. How does
Jesus call the church to respond (v16-17)?
6. What does Christ promise to the one who ‘overcomes, conquers, is victorious’? For the
hidden manner, read: Isaiah 55:1-3, John 6:49-50, Rev 7:16-17
7. What does Jesus threaten if they fail to repent?
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Read Revelation 3:18-29 – Thyatira: cost and compromise
8. Thyatira was a growing church! How had they grown?

9. When is tolerance a failure of virtue? What was the impact of ‘Jezebel’s’ teaching (v20)?
10. What do we learn about Christ in v21-23? (Exodus 34:6-7; Rom 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9)
11. What does it mean to hold on to what you have?

Application
12. Both Pergamum and Thyatira, where in danger of spiritual compromise? What principles
can we learn?
13. These churches warn against an undiscerning love that tolerates everything and judges
nothing. Where do you think Christians in our church are most tempted to compromise and
be conformed to the values of this world? Where do WE need to repent (2:16)?

NOTES
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Study 5 – Revelation 3:1-13 – Christ among his churches IV
Aim
 Reputation lasts a day, but God’s promises last forever.
Application
 The gospel is salvation to those who believe (Romans 1:16)
Read 3:1-11
1. Note the same introductory format is used as was found in chapter 2. The angel is called
and Christ is identified. Christ holds the seven stars each time, but now he holds the seven
spirits of God. Is this slight change in the description due to the differences between the
churches?

2. Does the reputation of the church at Sardis count for much? What is the problem that is
alluded to?

3. In verse 3 how do we see God’s rule and authority being communicated to this church?

4. How would we soil our clothes? (Verse 4)

5. What would you have to do to have your name in the book of life (hint it is more than trust!
-Ref Exodus 32:33)

6. What do you think it means to hold the key of David? (Ref Isaiah 22:22)

7. In verse 8, how have the Philadelphians overcome?

8. How will we know we are loved by God? (Verse 9)
9. How does Jesus protect us? (Verse 10, 11)
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10. What roles do we see Jesus exercising?

11. How do we hear what the spirit says to the churches? Verse 13

12. Where does our church stand compared to these churches? Can we be compared; how may
we need to change?

NOTES
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Study 6 – Revelation 4:1-5:14 – The lion, the lamb & the throne
Aim
 God is sovereign over all things and so is worthy of worship.
Application
 Our lives are to be lived in worship of God in all things by taking the form of the cross .
Read Revelation 4.
Interpreting the symbols: The 24 elders represent the people of God – 12 tribes of Israel + 12
apostles. The four creatures are heavenly beings that represent all creation – the four animals
symbolize the noblest (lion), the strongest (ox), the wisest (human), and the swiftest (eagle) living
beings created by God. The seven Spirits represent the Holy Spirit, God’s power and presence in the
world.

1.

What has occurred so far in the book of Revelation? How does the voice describe the
contents of Revelation chapters 4-20 (v.1)?

2.

How is God described in verses 2-6? What do you think this description is supposed to
impress upon us about him?

3.

In Jewish thought, the sea represents all that is chaotic and out of control in this world.
Why do you think the sea is of glass, like crystal? What does this tell us about God?

4.

In verses 8-10 we see the four living creatures and the 24 elders eternally worshipping God.
What might this suggest about the purpose of creation and especially of God’s people?
What other parts of the Bible make this same point?

5.

Why is God worthy to receive glory, honour, and power?
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Read Revelation 5.

Interpreting the symbols: the scroll represents God’s plan for the judgment and salvation of his
people. Horns represent power/dominion. The right hand represents authority.

5.

Why do you think John weeps when nobody is worthy to open the scroll?

6.

Who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David? What does this description tell us
about him? How has he conquered?

7.

What does it mean that he is a Lamb standing as though it had been slain? What impact is
the contrast between Jesus being a lion and a slain lamb meant to have on us?

8.

What reason is given in vv.9-10 for why Jesus is worthy to take the scroll and open its seals?

9.

How does the worship of God in vv.11-14 change (in contrast to Revelation 4) as a result of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection?

10.

What do you think it looks like to worship God in all of life? How should our worship of God
be shaped by the cross?
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NOTES
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Study 7 – Revelation 6:1-17 – The Judgements of God
Aim
 Jesus is enacting God’s judgment on the world already, and will bring it to its climax in
the end.
Application


Be faithful to God despite the difficulties of life, knowing that God will win.

Read Revelation 6:1-8.

1.

What is this scroll that is being opened? Who is it that opens it? What does this tell us
about God’s relationship to the events that unfold?

2.

It is debated whether the white horse is Jesus, the anti-Christ, or a symbol for war. Most
likely the last is correct. What reasons can you find for such an association? Why might the
colour white, which represents victory or purity, be used for this depiction?

3.

What does the red horse depict? How is this different from the white horse?

4.

With the black horse, it seems there is an abundance of oil and wine (luxuries for the rich
and famous) while a handful of wheat or barley costs a full days wages. What does this
horse represent? How about the final, pale horse: what does it represent?

5.

There is a sequence to these horses, which was prevalent in John’s day but equally in ours
as well. What is it? If these events occurred then and now as a result of Jesus opening the
scroll, what does this tell us about such events in the world?
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Read Revelation 6:9-17.

Interpreting the symbols: being under the altar is symbolic for being in God’s protection.

6.

Who are these souls under the altar? What has happened to them? How are they different
from the martyrs of Islam? What is it that they cry out to God for?

7.

Why do you think they were each given a white robe (consider what the colour white
represents, from question 2)? What needs to happen before Jesus returns to judge all the
nations (v.11)?

8.

How does God respond to this request of his people in the sixth seal? Read Joel 2:1-11.
What is being described in vv.12-14? What imagery is being deployed to describe this?

9.

Why is it that the people of v.15 hide themselves? What are they afraid of? What reason
do they have for being afraid?

10.

What expectations does this chapter give us for the Christian life? What hope does it
provide? How does this picture of the Christian life mirror the lamb of God in Revelation 5?
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NOTES
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Study 8 – Revelation 7:1-17 – Salvation belongs to our God
Aim
 God will protect his people during the difficulties of life on earth, especially persecution.
Application
 Know that, even in the midst of the most violent persecution, God will protect you and
keep you. Give praise to God for his salvation; blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever!

When things are hard, who or what do you turn to for comfort? (the answer could be chocolate!)

Read Revelation 7:1-8
1. In ch6 we saw the opening of 6 of the 7 seals of tyranny, describing the ungodly rule of
destruction, the crying out of the martyrs and the pouring out of the wrath of the lamb. In ch 7
John describes another vision in which he sees 4 angels holding back the 4 winds of
destruction. What is God’s purpose in holding them back (v3)?

2. What is the significance of the 144,000?

Read Revelation 7:9-17
3. In what ways is the great multitude different to the 144,000?

4. Who are they (v13-14)?

5. How is the great multitude linked with God’s promises to Israel throughout the OT? Has God
given up on Israel?

6. Where do you fit into the Revelation 7 picture? What expectations should we have on what
our church community looks like?

7. In v10-12 we see two instances of crying out in praise to God. Why is God worthy of such
praise? How does this shape our worship of God?
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8. “The great tribulation began with the sufferings of Jesus and is now shared in by all believers,
who are, with John, fellow-partakers ‘in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient
endurance that are in Jesus(1:9)’ (GK Beale). In what way/s is this a true description of the
church today?

9. The Christian life will have difficulties for every generation until Jesus returns. When things are
hard, we can turn to God. What encouragements do we find in v14-17?

10. In what ways do you experience persecution for your faith? What makes you fearful? What
makes you anxious about the future? What help can you find from these first 7 chapters of
Revelation?

NOTES
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