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Term diary  

 

14 May, Monday  Women’s Ministry Evening – God weaving women’s stories 

19 May, Saturday  Men’s breakfast – Man Fuel 

20 May, Sunday  Parish doorknocking (2pm – 4pm) 

1 June, Friday   Evangelistic dinner (Tim McIver speaking, Indian banquet) 

11 June, Monday  Long Weekend! 

1 July, Sunday   Parish doorknocking (2pm – 4pm) 

2-6 July, Mon – Friday  Kids Holiday club 

 

 

Sermon Plan 

 

29.04.12                               Acts 1:1-14                          Prepared to witness 

06.05.12                               Acts 2:1-41                          The Spirit filled church 

13.05.12                               Acts 3:1-26                          Give what you’ve got 

20.05.12                               Acts 4:1-31                          Betrayal to boldness 

27.05.12                               Acts 4:32 – 5:11                 Health and hypocrisy 

03.06.12                               Acts 7:54 – 8:25                 Stoned and scattered saints 

10.06.12                               Acts 8:26-40                        Divine appointments 

17.06.12                               Acts 9:1-31                          Conversion 

24.06.12                               Acts 10:1-48                        A gospel for good people 

01.07.12                               Acts 11:19 – 12:25            The great escape 

08.07.12                               Acts 13                                  Light for the world 
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Overview of Acts1 

A theological history 

This highly selective history is about some acts of some apostles, but more broadly about a 

range of people used by God to take the apostolic witness to Jews and Gentiles in various 

centres of the Roman Empire. (Peterson, page 27) 

Why is this important?  It helps to remind us that much in Acts is descriptive of what 

happened in the early church and not necessarily prescriptive for the church today. 

 

The progress of ‘the Word’ 

The ascended Lord Jesus is the central figure of Acts.  By his word and Spirit, through his 

disciples he is advancing his Kingdom.   The word, the word of God, the gospel, the message 

of Jesus Christ crucified, dead, resurrected and ascended spreads through the world (6:7; 

12:24; 19:20; 28:30-31) and transforms those who receive it.  (2:41; 8:14; 11: 17:11).  As we 

go through Acts together we will see that nothing can stop the spread of the gospel.  

However, the servants and bearers of the gospel will suffer grief and loss. 

A suggested structure 

1. The Mission Plan of the Risen Lord (Acts 1:1-14) 

2. The word in Jerusalem (Acts 1:15-6:7) 

3. The word goets out from Jerusalem (Acts 6:8- 9:31) 

4. The word advances in Judea and Syria (Acts 9:32 – 12:25) 

5. The word goes to Cyprus and Asia Minor (13:1 – 16:5) 

6. The word goes to Europe (Acts 16:6 – 18:22) 

7. The word  in Ephesus: climax of Paul’s mission as a free man (Acts 18:23-20:38) 

8. Paul’s final journey: To Jerusalem and Rome (Acts 21:1 – 28:31) 

 

 
                                                           
1
 All of this comes from David Peterson’s commentary 
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Recommended reading on Acts 

 

For everyone 

 Read Acts! 

 

For those preparing to lead studies –helpful reads are: 

 The Message of Acts by John Stott – Bible Speaks Today series - $10 (This would be 

my top pick – anything by John Stott is always worth a read). 

 

 Teaching Acts by David Cook - $13  

 

For those history buffs interested in the first century background 

 Jesus and the rise of Early Christianity – Paul Barnett - $28  

This book introduces us to the religious, political and historical background to the 

first century world.  It’s great fun if you are into that sort of thing. 

 

For those with lots of time and a desire to really stretch themselves 

 The Acts of the Apostles by David Peterson - $60 

This is excellent but heavy and assumes some knowledge of Greek.  The Pillar series 

of commentaries is intended for ‘pastors and serious students of the Bible’.   
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 Study 1 Study 2 Study 
3 

Study 
4 

Study  
5 

Aim 
 

Recognise that Acts is 
all about Jesus 
Where is Jesus now? 
Ministry effectiveness 

is only through the 

Spirit 

The ministry of the 
Spirit is to point 
people to Jesus 
Where is Jesus now? 

 

The possession of the 
Holy Spirit is a 
blessing for every 
Christian 

 

God has confirmed 
and guaranteed the 
gospel of Jesus is 
authentic. 

Reminded of the 

blessings and benefits 
of the gospel – 
forgiveness, Holy 
Spirit, refreshing and 
the sure hope of 
restoration 

For people to 
understand that 
salvation is found only 
In Jesus  

That in the 

resurrection of Jesus 
the last days, the 
judgement of God has 
begun 
 

God’s insistence on 
holiness in his church 
 
Recognise that all of 

us have a constant 

drift towards 
hypocrisy 
 

Application Awareness of our 
dependence on the 
Spirit for ministry.? 
Confident in the 
power of the Spirit 

within you for ministry 
and witness. 
 
How am I contributing 
to God’s plan for the 
world – for the 
advance of the 

gospel?   
 

Rejoice that Christ 
has dealt with all our 
sins.   
 
Rejoice in the 

provision of the Holy 
Spirit 
 

Pray for your 2 people 
that they might 
receive the blessings 
of the gospel 
 

Confidence in God’s 
approval upon the 
gospel message of 
Jesus of Nazareth 
Confidence that 
calling people to 
repent and listen to 

Jesus is GOOD! 
 

Recognise that even 
sincere faith, if it is 
not in Jesus is 
deceptive and useless 
– people need to 

Repent and believe in 
the Lord Jesus – for 
salvation is in no one 
else. 
Pray for friends and 
families.  Pray that 
our church leaders will 

hold firm to the 
apostles message.   
Recognise that the 
age of the 
resurrection has 

begun.  The future 

has broken into the 
present.  Consider 
how central the 
resurrection is to our 
thinking and 
speaking. 

Renewed committed 
to holiness, especially 
truth and integrity 
 
The great opportunity 

but also the great 
danger that our 
current material 
prosperity presents 
for us. 
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 Study 6 Study 7 Study8 Study 9 
 

Study 10 Study 11 

Aim 
 

  
God is sovereign in 
all things and 
working his 

purposes out 
Ensure people are 
not surprised / 

blindsided if people 
don’t respond well 
to our speaking 
about Jesus 

 

God is the sovereign 
evangelist who 
arranges gospel 
encounters by his 

Spirit.  
 
Human barriers are 

no barriers to the 
gospel 

 

There is no one 

who is hardened 
beyond God’s saving 
grace 
A biblical 

understanding of 
conversion as 

turning towards 
Jesus Christ in faith 
that he will keep his 
saving promises of 

forgiveness and 
restoration. 

The gospel breaks 
down the barriers 
that existed 
between people. 

 
Even though 
Cornelius was a 

good, moral and 
God-fearing man, 
he still needed to 
hear the saving 

promises of the 
gospel.   
 

The servants of the 
gospel may fall, but 
the gospel 
continues to 

advance 
 
 

The resurrection 
of Jesus fulfils 
the hope of the 
Old Testament 

The resurrection 
of Jesus is good 
news for the 

world 
God continues to 
bring those 
appointed for 

eternal life to 
believe in Jesus 

 

Application Renewed 
committed to 
holiness, especially 

truth and integrity 

Recognise that 
gospel brings 
opposition. 
Confidence that the 
hiddenness of God 

in our experience is 
not the absence of 
God 

 

Consider how 
effectively you can 
share the good 

news about Jesus 

 
Convicted that God’s 
sovereignty is never 
at the expense of 
our initiative or 

responsibility. 
 
Make a map of the 
people in your life?  
Is the Spirit opening 
the doors for you to 
speak? 
 

Consider all people 
as potential disciples 
of Christ 

 

Think about how 
you are loving your 
brothers and sisters 
in Christ as a direct 
expression of your 

love for the Lord 
Jesus 
 

What are the 
barriers among 
different folks in 

our church?  

 
What are the 
barriers between us 
and the community 
around us? 

 
Jesus has freed us 
from everything we 
couldn’t be free 
from under the old 
Covenant 
 

Reminded that 
Christians will suffer 
for their faith – 2 

Timothy 3:12 

 
Encourage those 
who encounter 
opposition because 
of their faithfulness 

 

Grasp the 
centrality of the 
resurrection – it 

is the lens for 

interpreting 
scripture 
 
We need to 
persist in 

forgiveness – and 
not slide into 
legalism 
 
Persist in our 
witness – God is 
sovereignly 

drawing people 
to himself. 
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Study 1 – Acts 1 – Prepared to witness 
 
Aim 

 Recognise that Acts is all about Jesus who is the fulfilment of Old Testament 
hopes 

 Where is Jesus now? 

 Ministry effectiveness is only through the Spirit 
 
Application 
 

 Awareness of our dependence on the Spirit for ministry? 

 Confident in the power of the Spirit within you for ministry and witness. 

 How am I contributing to God’s plan for the world – for the advance of the 
gospel?   

 
Read Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-3 
 
1. What reasoning does Luke give for writing? What specifically has Luke provided 
for Theophilus so that he might have certainty of the truth? 
 
2. Why do you think it is significant that Luke writes about ‘things being fulfilled’ (or 
accomplished) in Luke 1:1?  How does this help us understand the Old Testament? 
 
3. How does Luke consider the book of Acts to be related to his Gospel (Acts 1:1-2)? 

 
 
Read Acts 1:4-8 
4. Acts 1:8 (cf Luke 24:44-49) establishes the plan for what will unfold throughout  
the book of Acts.  Look at the map at the end of this study (page 40). What do you 
notice about Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth as a 
geographical pattern? Why do you think Luke is telling us this? 
 
5.What does this tell us about the gospel? 
 
6. How can we be involved in the advance of the gospel both personally and as a 
church? How will this affect your giving, praying and the way you live your life?  Pray 
this term for two people that you would like the gospel to come to. 
 
7.  What are the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for?  What will this equip them to do? 
Jesus makes it clear that the apostles’ ministry can only be effective through the 
Holy Spirit (cf Acts 1:4-5, 8). What does this suggest about our own need to have the 
Holy Spirit fill and equip us for ministry? 
 
 
Read Acts 1:9-11 
 
8. Where is Jesus now? 
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9.  Luke records the ascension in vv. 9-11. The ascension marks Jesus’ 
enthronement in heaven, at the right hand of God, from where he rules over the 
Kingdom of God.  Why is this important for Jesus and us? 
 
10.  What is v.11 referring to and why is it important?  
 
 
11.  How would you describe God’s kingdom?  Try and draw a diagram of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 

 
  

 The kingdom of God is already – Jesus reigns at the right hand of God 

 The Kingdom of God is Not Yet – we don’t experience the fullness of the age 
to come yet. 

 
12.What resources does Jesus give us to live in this period of overlap, where the age 
to come has begun but is not fully revealed and the present age continues?    
 
13. How does the choice of Matthias in vv. 24-26 show that even though Jesus is 
ascended he is still in control? 
 
14.  Why do you think that v26 is the last time a lot is cast in the New Testament?  
How might the timing of the event (ie Jesus has departed to heaven and his Spirit 
has not yet been given) affect your answer? 
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Notes  
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Study 2 – Acts 2 – The Spirit filled church  
 
Aim 

 The possession of the Holy Spirit is a blessing for every Christian 

 The ministry of the Spirit is to point people to Jesus 
 
 
Application 

 Rejoice that Christ has dealt with all our sins.   

 Rejoice in the provision of the Holy Spirit 
 
 
The Old Testament festival of Pentecost, which means ‘fifty day’ celebrated the conclusion 
of the barley harvest and commemorated the giving of the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai, 
following the rescue of God’s people from Egypt. 
 
Read Exodus 19:16-19, which is God’s giving of the law to Moses for God’s people at 
Mt.Sinai. What visible, physical events accompanied God’s act of giving the law?  
 
Read Acts 2:1-3 
 

1. What do you think the physical events that occurred in these verses were meant to 
signify to the apostles and the crowd? (See also Luke 3:16) 
 

2. Study the collection of people that are mentioned in this crowd (vv. 9-10). What do we 
learn about the hearers and why do you think Luke gives such a detailed description? 

 

3. Why do you think that God had them hear the message in their own language? (v4, 6, 
11).  What was this miracle? 

 

4. How should we receive the Holy Spirit (see John 7:37-39; Rom 8:9; Eph 1:13-14. 
 

5.  In the face of mockery, Peter begins to explain how what people are seeing and hearing 
is the fulfilment of OT prophecy.  Split into groups and complete: 
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Old Testament 
Prophecy 

Joel 2:28-32 
(see also Jeremiah 

31:31-34 and Ezekiel 
36:25-27) 

Psalm 16:8-11 Psalm 110 

What is anticipated? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

How fulfilled at 
Pentecost according 

to Acts 2? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
6. In his sermon, Peter quotes David from Psalm 16:8-11 in vv. 25-28 and then Psalm 110:1 

in vv. 34-35. What do we learn from these OT references? 
 

7. In vv. 22-36, what does Peter assert about Jesus? Why was it impossible for death to 
keep its grip on Jesus? 

 

8. How does Peter show the empowering witness of the Spirit in his preaching? 
 

9. Describe how Peter contrasts Israel’s treatment of Jesus with God’s treatment of Jesus? 
 

9. Read Acts 2:38.  How does God provide for our past and our present through Jesus 
Christ? 
 

10. What is the response of the crowd and what does Peter tell them to do?Pentecost is 
the first time the Spirit has been poured out upon all God’s people.  What is the subject 
of Peter’s speech?  What does this suggest a Spirit filled church will focus upon? 

 
11. A church filled with the spirit will focus upon the Lord Jesus in word and deed.  Do you 

think we are a spirit filled church?  Why / why not? 



12 
 

Notes  
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Study 3 – Acts 3:1- 4:4 – Give what you’ve got  

 

Aim 

 God has confirmed and guaranteed the gospel of Jesus is authentic. 

 Reminded of the blessings and benefits of the gospel – forgiveness, Holy Spirit, 
refreshing and the sure hope of restoration 

 
Application 

 Pray for your 2 people that they might receive the blessings of the gospel 

 Confidence in God’s approval upon the gospel message of Jesus of Nazareth 

 Confidence that calling people to repent and listen to Jesus is GOOD! 
 
Read Acts 3:1-10 

1. Read Acts 2:43; 4:30; 5:12.  What sort of picture are we given of the apostle’s work?  

Luke only gives one detailed description of such work in Jerusalem.  What does it remind 

you of? 

     

2. Read Luke 5:17-26 and compare to Acts 3:1-10.  What is similar? What is different? 

 

3. What do we learn about the lame man in v2-5?  He asks Peter and John for money in v3 

but only gives them his attention in v5.  Describe his situation. 

 

4. Read v6.  Peter and John don’t claim to be doing the miracle themselves – who is this 

miracle attributed to?   

 

5. The lame man hasn’t asked for the healing.  How does this illustrate the way God 

provides for our forgiveness and salvation when we need it and before we ask it?  (CF 

Acts 10:43-46; Romans 5:8) 

 

6. When the command ‘walk’ comes in the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  What options does 

the lame man have?  How is his response, a response of faith?          

 

7. Read Isaiah 35:6 and Acts 3:8-9.  How would you describe the healing?  The apostles are 

doing Jesus’ works (Lk 5) in Jesus’ name.  What is God signifying about Peter and John?    

After the sign comes the sermon.  The significance of what has happened is now explained by 

Peter. 
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Read Acts 3:11-26 

What did God do What did Peter’s fellow Israelites do? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

8. Why should they change their mind about Jesus?  What evidence have they been given?  

See also Acts 2:22 

 

9. What are the benefits and blessings of repentance in v19-21? 

 

10. What is the warning about continuing to reject Jesus in v22-23?  How are we specifically 

called to respond to Jesus in v23? (cf Luke 8:18; 9:35) 

 

11. Long ago in the Holy Prophets God promised to ‘restore everything’ (v21)?  How may the 

big picture of the Bible be summarised as a promise to restore everything? 

 

12.  How is the healing of the lame man a demonstration now of what will happen then?  

 

13. Why is it important to remember that God will only restore everything when Jesus 

returns?  How does this shape my prayer life?  How does this shape my expectations of 

God’s work in my life?  How does this relate to the following diagram? 
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Notes  
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Study 4 – Acts 4:1 - 12 Betrayal to Boldness   
 

Aim 

 For people to understand that salvation is found only In Jesus  

 That in the resurrection of Jesus the last days, the judgement of God has begun 
 
Application 

 Recognise that even sincere faith, if it is not in Jesus is deceptive and useless – 
people need to Repent and believe in the Lord Jesus – for salvation is in no one else. 

 Pray for friends and families.  Pray that our church leaders will hold firm to the 
apostles message.   

 Recognise that the age of the resurrection has begun.  The future has broken into 
the present.  Consider how central the resurrection is to our thinking and speaking. 

 
1. On the ABC program ‘qanda’ a few weeks ago – Roman Catholic Cardinal George Pell 

argued with certainty that there will be some atheists in heaven.  Discuss. 

 

2. What were the circumstances that lead to Peter and John speaking to the people in 4:1? 

 

3. Read Acts 3:11-26 – refresh your memory of Peter’s message 

a. What does it focus on? 

 

b. What has God done to Jesus? 

 

c. How does this contrast with what the people had done to Jesus? 

 

d. What do they need to do now?  Why? 

 

 

4. Why were the priests, Sadducees and temple guards greatly disturbed? 

 

5. We expect v2 to say ‘because they were preaching the resurrection of Jesus’.  What 

does v2 actually say?  Why is this significant?  See Ezekiel 37:1-14; Daniel 12:1-2; John 

11:24. 

 

6. In preaching ‘in Jesus the resurrection of the dead’ – the apostles are proclaiming that 

the end of all things has broken into the present.  The great resurrection and judgment 

which the OT looked forward to at the end of all things has begun in the present.  How 

would you illustrate this?  Can you think of a diagram or model? 

 

7. How are the appointed, Spirit empowered bearers of God’s accredited gospel treated?  

Does this surprise you?  Why or why not? 
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8. Read Psalm 2.  How would you describe the gathering in 4:5-7?  What was it’s purpose? 

 

9. Read Luke 22:54-63.  Now read Acts 4:8-13.  What is different?  How do you account for 

it? 

 

10. What it (once again!) central to Peter’s message?  How central is this in your speaking 

about Jesus? 

 

11. What are the implications of Acts 4:12?  See also John 14:6; Acts 17:30-31; Romans 

10:9-15).  Spend time praying for your two people that you are praying the gospel will 

come to this term? 

 

12. That salvation is available only in Jesus (Acts 4:12) is a narrow view in a culture that 

prides itself on being broad minded.  How can Peter’s words in v19-20 help us here?   
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Notes  
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Study 5 – Acts 4:32 -5:11 Health and Hypocrisy    
 

Aim 

 God’s insistence on holiness in his church 

 Recognise that all of us have a constant drift towards hypocrisy 
 
Application 

 Renewed committed to holiness, especially truth and integrity 

 The great opportunity but also the great danger that our current material prosperity 

presents for us. 

 

1. Why do people get so upset about hypocrisy? 

Read Acts 4:32-35 

2. What are the apostle’s testifying to?   

 

3. What was one of the signs of God’s grace working amongst the early church community 

In v 33-36?  How is Joseph an example of this?  How would you describe his behaviour? 

Read Acts 4:36 - 5:11 

4. How would you describe the behaviour and example of Joseph? 

 

5. What did Ananias do wrong?  Peter says the property belonged to him before he sold it 

and the money was his to do whatever he wanted with.  Is Ananias condemned for 

exercising his freedom?  What leads you to answer this way?  

 

6. ‘You have not lied to human beings but to God’v4.  In addition to testifying that the Holy 

Spirit is fully God, the third person of the trinity – how does v4 illuminate the nature of 

the sin?  How has Ananias lied? 

 

7. Ananias has not spoken any untruth.  But he has allowed a false understanding to 

continue by not disclosing the whole truth.  How does this passage inform our 

understanding of what God’s standard of integrity and truthfulness? 

 

 

8. Where are you tempted to stretch the truth in church life?  Where are you tempted to 

allow an untruth about you to remain unchecked? 

 

9. What is surprising about v5?  What response does this produce – see also v11? 
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10. Three hours later the episode is repeated  - this team with Sapphira, the wife of Ananias.  

Unlike her husband, she is knowingly deceitful.  The result is the same.  Consider v11.  

What impact would this have had on the early church? 

 

 

11. Consider the following: 

Key moment in salvation 
history 

Sin God’s response 

Entering the promised land – 
Joshua 7 

Achan takes and keeps for 
himself some of the plunder 
from Jericho.  

Joshua 7:24-26 

Beginning of King David’s 
reign – 2 Samuel 6 

Uzzah unlawfully touching 
the ark of the covenant 
 

2 Samuel 6:1-11 

Beginning of the church Hypocrisy 
 

Acts 5:6-11 

 

12. What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira?  Why is this so calamitous in any church?  

What was God’s remedy?  Was this unfair?  Why / why not? 

 

13. What does God’s intolerance of sin and hypocrisy amongst his people reveal about his 

desire for his church? 

 

14. What would encourage you to pursue holiness?  Where are you vulnerable to hypocrisy?   

 

15. Annanias and Sapphira came unstuck over money.  What does your bank statement 

reveal about the priorities of your heart? 

 

16.  Wealth presents a wonderful opportunity and a great danger to us.  What can you do to 

help your brothers and sisters embrace the one and avoid the other?      
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Notes  
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Study 6 – Acts 6:1 - 8:8 Saints stoned and scattered     
 

Aim 

 God is sovereign in all things and working his purposes out 

 Ensure people are not surprised / blindsided if people don’t respond well to our 
speaking about Jesus 

 
Application 

 Renewed committed to holiness, especially truth and integrity 

 Recognise that gospel brings opposition. 

 Confidence that the hiddenness of God in our experience is not the absence of God 

 

1. What do you find hard about suffering when you know God is in control? 

Read Acts 6:1-8 

2. Who is Stephen?  What was his appointed role?  Stephen was someone who was 

supposed to serve in a manner that enabled the apostles to give their ‘attention to 

prayer and the ministry of the word’ (Acts 6:4).   

 

3. What ministry do we see Stephen involved with in 6:8-10? 

 

4. The Sanhedrin was the Jewish ruling council in Jerusalem.  Stephen begins a lengthy 

speech to them that culminates in his execution.  Why did his audience turn on him? 

a. Joseph was God’s means of saving his people (Genesis 50:20).  Yet God’s 

people were jealous of him – v9.  How?   

 

b. Moses was God’s means of saving his people.  Yet God’s people rejected him 

– v25, 27-29, 35.  How did God’s people relate to Moses – v39?   

 

c. Jesus was God’s means of saving his people.  Yet this generation is stiff 

necked just like their ancestors – refusing to bow to God, betraying and 

murdering his righteous one, breaking the law.   

Read Acts 7:59 –  8:3 

5. What does Stephen’s death begin?  What work does Saul begin?  What places in the 

world are you aware of that currently experience persecution, where people actively 

seek to destroy the church?  Read Acts 4:23-30 what can we pray for them? 

 

6. Read Acts 1:8.  In his sovereign care for his church, how did God use a terrible 

persecution to achieve his purposes in 8:4? 
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7. The apostles remain in Jerusalem (8:1).  Who is it that ‘preached the word’ wherever 

they went? 

 

8. How confident do you feel in sharing the word of God.  Would you be able to: 

a. Give your personal testimony of what Jesus means to you? 

 

b. Explain to someone from the Bible who Jesus is and what it means to follow 

him? 

 

c. What are some creative ways (eg cards, emails, tracts) you could try and 

share the word with both believers and unbelievers that you currently have 

contact with. 

 

 

9. Repeatedly in the Bible we see two truths affirmed: God is sovereign over all things 

and people are responsible in all things.  God’s sovereignty is such that even in the 

midst of disaster (such as the persecution and scattering of his church) God is 

working his purposes out – seeing the gospel go to new places and bringing great joy 

and blessing (8:8).  How does knowing this help you to trust God?  Some other 

passages to consider 

 

a. Genesis 50:20 

 

b. Acts 2:22-25 

 

c. Acts 4:25-28 

 

d. Acts 8:1-4 (in the light of Luke 24:44-49 and Acts 1:8) 

 

e. Romans 8:28-30   
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Study 7 – Acts 8:26-40 Divine Appointments 

 

Aim 

 God is the sovereign evangelist who arranges gospel encounters by his Spirit.  

 Human barriers are no barriers to the gospel 
 
Application 

 Consider how effectively you can share the good news about Jesus 

 Convicted that God’s sovereignty is never at the expense of our initiative or 

responsibility. 

 Make a map of the people in your life?  Is the Spirit opening the doors for you to 

speak? 

 

1. Luck.  Serendipity. Coincidence.  Chance.  Fluke.  How does a Christian account for 

fortuitous circumstance? 

 

2. We first meet Philip in Acts 6:5.  What was his role?  Was he appointed to be specifically 

involved in ‘word ministry’?  What do we know of his history?  (Acts 8:1-4) 

 

3. What does the angel of the Lord say to Philip?  Does he tell him why?   

 

4. Philip met an Ethiopian who was returning from Jerusalem.  What was his role in 

Ethiopia?  What does this suggest about his social standing there? 

 

5.  The fact he was a eunuch would have prevented him joining the worshipping assembly 

at the temple (Deuteronomy 23:1).  Nevertheless, what does his reading material and the 

distance he has travelled suggest about him? 

 

6. Why do you think the Spirit told Philip to ‘ go to that chariot and stay near it’?  What 

social factors may have caused Philip to hesitate in approaching the Ethiopian? 

 

7. In v30 Philip takes the initiative.  How would you describe the combination of the Spirit’s 

direction and Philip’s initiative in evangelism?  How does this impact how the Spirit works 

in your life?  

 

8. The eunuch was reading from Isaiah 53.  Do you understand what it is about?  How 

effectively would you be able to explain it to someone? 

 

 Would you be able to ‘begin with that very passage of Scripture’ and tell someone the 

good news about Jesus?  What would assist you to do so? 
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9. Try out a role play.  What other significant passages could you begin from to share the 

good news about Jesus. 

 

10. How would you account for the Ethiopian reading such a significant passage at the very 

moment that Philip was approaching him? 

 

11. How many discipleship / catechism / confirmation classes does the Ethiopian undertake 

before being baptised?  Why do you think this is?  What does someone need before they 

are ready to be baptised as a Christian? 

 

12. Read Isaiah 56:3-5.  Why do you think the Ethiopian goes on his way rejoicing?  What 

reasons do Christians have to rejoice? 

 

13. In terms of the big picture of Acts – how does this episode fit into the framework of Acts 

1:8. 
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Notes  
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Study 8 – Acts 9:1-31 Conversion  

Aim 

 There is no one who is hardened beyond God’s saving grace 

 A biblical understanding of conversion as turning towards Jesus Christ in faith that he 
will keep his saving promises of forgiveness and restoration.   

 
Application 

 Consider all people as potential disciples of Christ 

 Think about how you are loving your brothers and sisters in Christ as a direct 

expression of your love for the Lord Jesus 

 

 

1. Why do we refer to someone becoming a disciple of Jesus as their ‘conversion’?  

 

2. Why does Luke tell us three times when Saul of Tarsus met the Lord Jesus? (Acts 9:1-19; 

22:3-16; 26:9-18)? 

 

3.  What are Jewish people called to repent of (Acts 2:36-38; 3:17-20; 5:30-31)?  What are 

pagans called to repent of (Acts 14:15-17; 22-31)?  Also Read 1 Thess 1:9-10.  How would 

you define what it means to be converted? 

 

4. Describe the pattern of Paul’s activity in 9:1-3?  See also 1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6; 1 

Tim 1:13 

 

5. Saul heard a voice speak to him.  What is striking about whom Paul is persecuting – v4?  

How does this help us understand the relationship between Jesus and his church? 

(Matthew 25:31-40) 

 

6. Why is it such a serious thing to oppose or harm God’s church?   

 

7. Why do you think Paul didn’t eat or drink anything for three days – v9?  Blind, not eating 

or drinking; what do you think was occupying his mind? 

 

8.  We can understand Ananias’ caution about visiting Saul; how does the Lord reassure 

him? 

Read Acts 9:18-21 

9. What does Saul preach in the synagogue?2  Why does this cause astonishment? 

 

                                                           
2
 Synagogue is the Jewish place of assembly when not at the temple 
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10. After many days of powerful preaching – what is the response of the Jews? 

 

11. Where did we first meet Barnabas?  What did we learn about him in Acts 5:36-37?  What 

was so courageous about his actions in 9:26- 27? 

 

12. Grace has triumphed over the church’s great enemy Saul.  How has Stephen’s prayer 

been answered in Acts 7:59-8:1. 

 

13. Which people in your life do you tend to think of as being hardened beyond the reach of 

God’s saving grace? 

  



31 
 

Notes  



32 
 

 

 



33 
 

 

Study 9 – Acts 10:1-48 A gospel for good people   

 

Aim 

 The gospel breaks down the barriers that existed between people. 

 Even though Cornelius was a good, moral and God-fearing man, he still needed to 
hear the saving promises of the gospel.   

 
Application 

 What are the barriers among different folks in our church?  

 What are the barriers between us and the community around us? 

 Jesus has freed us from everything we couldn’t be free from under the old Covenant 

 

1. What are the boxes that we like to categorise people into?  In what sort of ways do 

Christians pigeon hole people? 

Read Acts 10:1-7 

2. What does it mean that Cornelius was a ‘God fearer’?  Apparently he needs something – 

why is Cornelius sent to bring back Peter?  What upright r 

Read  10:9-23 

3. Why did Peter refuse to eat anything ‘impure or unclean’ in v14? 

 

4. What is the connection between Peter’s vision and the men sent by Cornelius in 17-20? 

 

5. Why did Cornelius gather together his relatives and close friends?  What can we learn 

from him?  Would such a gathering be appropriate for your relatives or close friends?  

Why / Why not? 

 

6. Read v 28-29.  Peter finally seems to have realised God desires the salvation of all people.  

What is unusual then about v29?  Has Peter really realised that the gospel has broken 

down the barriers that would separate us from one another? 

Read 10:34-43 

7.    What was the good news announced to Israel (v36) and explained in Peter’s speech? 

a. What is the significance of the life of Jesus – v38? (cf Acts 2:22) 

 

b. What is central (again!) to Peter’s preaching in v39-42? 
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c. Jesus is the judge of all things – what do the prophets testify?  Why is this 

good news? 

 

 

8. Read 10:43.  Are some people saved in a different way?  Do any of our church practices 

obscure our fundamental unity in being forgiven sinners who are trusting in Jesus?  The 

way we gather on Sundays, how we practice hospitality etc.  Should church sandwiches 

be halal?  Why are we a largely monocultural Anglo church? 

 

9. The Holy Spirit comes on the gathering while Peter is still speaking?  Why are the 

circumcised believers astonished?  What Old Testament laws did Cornelius and his 

family need to keep before the gospel came to them and the Spirit came upon them?   

 

10. Read Acts 11:15.  How is this event Pentecost for the Gentiles? 

11. How has the Spirit orchestrated this advance of the gospel to the non-Jewish (Gentile) 

world? 

12. If Cornelius was a God-fearer – why did he need to hear the gospel?  (Acts 4:12).  What 

did he need to experience the blessings of the New Covenant?  What upright, 

respectable, moral people do you know who need to hear the gospel? 

13. The Holy Spirit was given to the Gentiles and yet in v47-48 the Gentile believers are still 

baptised with water?  Why? 

14. Read Acts 11:16-17.  If it is no longer the OT law that defines what it is to belong to 

God’s people, what is it?    
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Study 10 – Acts 11:19 – 12:25  The Great Escape   

Aim 

 The servants of the gospel may fall, but the gospel continues to advance 
 
Application 

 Reminded that Christians will suffer for their faith – 2 Timothy 3:12 

 Encourage those who encounter opposition because of their faithfulness 

 

1. On a good Bible map (refer page 32) find Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch. 

 

2. Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman empire (behind Rome and Alexandria).  

What brilliantly well co-ordinated strategy saw the gospel coming to this great city? 

 

3. In v20-21 How is their message described?  What is key to their effective speaking? 

 

4. Why does Barnabas leave his work in Antioch and go look for Saul?  What is the result?  

What would help our church more effectively make disciples for Jesus? 

 

5. What is striking about the Greeks in Antioch helping the Jews in Judea? 

Read Acts 12:1-5 

6. Throughout the gospels, James the brother of John (one of the sons of thunder!) is one of 

Jesus’ inner circle.  We regularly read of Peter, James & John going somewhere with 

Jesus.  Why is his death given only one verse – whereas Stephen gets all of chapter 7? 

 

7. Read the following verses - (Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 6:7; 9:31; 11:21; 12:24; 13:43-44, 49; 

14:21; 16:5; 19:20; 28:23,30)  What is the central concern of the book of Acts?  What did 

Stephen’s death begin and what was the consequence in 8:1-4. 

 

8. How do you feel about Act’s portrayal that though the servant’s of the word may fall, the 

advance of the gospel continues?  What opportunities do you have to comfort and 

encourage those who are wounded in service to Christ?   

 

9. This is the second time Peter has been arrested (cf Acts 3-4).  Why is his situation more 

dangerous this time?  What does Peter have going for him?  What does the response of 

those at Mary’s house suggest about the frequency of miracles in the early church? 

 

10. How does Herod understand Peter’s escape?  Why? 
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Study 11 – Acts 13 Light for the world  

Aim 

 The resurrection of Jesus fulfils the hope of the Old Testament 

 The resurrection of Jesus is good news for the world 

 God continues to bring those appointed for eternal life to believe in Jesus 
 
Application 

 Grasp the centrality of the resurrection – it is the lens for interpreting scripture 

 We need to persist in forgiveness – and not slide into legalism 

 Persist in our witness – God is sovereignly drawing people to himself. 

 

1. What would be good news for you right now? 

 

2. Find Pisidian Antioch (v14) on a map?  What country would this be today?  So far, in Acts, 

which areas has the gospel reached? 

 

3. If someone asked you for a message of encouragement – v15 – what would you share? 

Read Acts 13:16-23 

4. What audience is Paul speaking to? 

 

5. Consider the history of Israel.  Fathers, Egypt, Exodus, land of Canaan, period of the 

judges, Samuel the prophet, monarchy under Saul, monarchy under David. 

 

6. Why does he stop with David?   Read 2 Samuel 7:5-16. 

 

7. Who is the dominant person in v16-23?  Who is this section really all about? 

 

8. Why is it important for Paul to establish the gospel in the Old Testament? 

Read Acts 13:24-31 

9. Paul moves from the history of Israel to very recent events.  Why is this part of the 

encouraging message? 

 

10. Why does Paul speak of John the Baptist v24-25?   

 

11. The treatment of Jesus was anticipated in Scripture v27-30.  What does this suggest 

about the way we must approach and interpret the Old Testament – consider also Luke 

24:44-49; John 5:39; 1 Peter 1:10-12. 

Read Acts 13:32-33 
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12. How are all the promises of God fulfilled? (see also 2 Cor 1:20)   

 

13. Underline v32-33 in your Bible! 

 

14. How can it be that all of God’s promises to us are fulfilled in the resurrection of Jesus? 

Read Acts 13:34-41 

15. What is the great news proclaimed to people through Jesus?  Read Jeremiah 31:33-34; 

Psalm 32:1-5;  103:11-12; Micah 7:18-20 

 

16. It has been said that legalism or self salvation or law keeping is the natural condition of 

the human heart.  Where are you tempted to rely on law keeping rather than 

forgiveness? 

 

17. How can you keep reminding yourself that everyone who believes is justified by 

everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 

 

18. In the light of such a great salvation – what do we need to be careful of? 

 

19. What are some of the responses to the gospel we see in v42-52? 

 

20. How is v48-49 an encouragement to persist in evangelism. 
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