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Term diary  

16 July, Monday  Term 3 begins 

21 July, Saturday  Women’s Outreach event – the search for comfort 

1 August, Wednesday  Bible study event – On the shoulders of giants 

4-5 August, Weekend  Youth camp  

8 August, Wednesday  Bible study event – Gay marriage and the loving church 

15 August, Wednesday Bible study event – Faith and mental health 

18 August, Saturday   Men’s evangelistic dinner 

22 August, Wednesday Combined bible study event – Crazy church night 

8-9 September, Weekend Women’s Katoomba Convention 

21-23 September  Combined church weekend away 

1 October, Monday  Long weekend! 

 

Sermon Plan 

22.07.12                               Daniel 1   Faithfulness 

29.07.12                               Daniel 2               God of Gods 

05.08.12                               Daniel 3   Bow or burn 

12.08.12                               Daniel 4   The King of Heaven 

19.08.12                               Daniel 5   The writing on the wall  

26.08.12                               Daniel 6   Resistance is futile  

02.09.12                               Daniel 7   Seeing the future 

09.09.12                               Daniel 8   Appalling vision 

16.09.12                               Church weekend away TBA 

23.09.12                               Daniel 9   Praying the promises 

30.09.12                               Daniel 10-12  A great war 

07.10.12 TBA   TBA  
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Recommended reading on the book of Daniel  

 

For everyone 

 Read Daniel!  

 

 Read 2 Chronicles 36 and 2 Kings 25 and Jeremiah 39:1-8. 

 

 Review the diagrams on pages 5-7.  They are produced by Mark Barry and are used 

by permission.  www.visualunit.wordpress.com 

 

 To get a feel for the Disaster that the conquest of Nebuchadnezzar represents, you 

may like to spend some time reading the book of Lamentations. 

 

For those preparing to lead studies –helpful reads are: 

 Daniel by Sinclair B. Ferguson – article in IVP New Bible Commentary: pg 745 – 763.  

If you don’t have a New Bible Commentary I can email you the article. 

 

 The Message of Daniel  – Bible Speaks Today series - $10 by Ronald Wallace. 

 

 Kingdoms in Conflict – By Andrew Reid - $25  

 

 NIV Application Commentary Series (NIVAC) – Daniel – by Tremper Longman III - $25  

 

 

For those with lots of time and a desire to really stretch themselves 

Both of the works cited here are reference commentaries and therefore scholarly works.  

They both include some pastoral application but lots of material on background, historical 

issues, questions of theology and translation as well as extensive interaction with other 

reference material.   

 Daniel by Ernest Lucas (Apollos Old Testament Commentary series) - $30 

 

 Daniel by John Goldingay (Word Biblical Commentary series) - $40 

http://www.visualunit.wordpress.com/
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 Study 1 Study 2 Study 3 Study 4 Study 5 

Aim 
 

God is in control and 

we are in his hands 

God knows and 

controls the present 

and the future. 

 

Only God’s wisdom 

can reveal the 

mysteries of life.  It’s 

better than the pagan 

alternatives. 

 

His kingdom alone 

will endure forever. 

Ability of the true 

God to deliver faithful 

servants even from the 

clutches of death. 

 

Loyal obedience may 

require risk or 

suffering.  God may or 

may not relieve our 

circumstances in this 

life. 

God humbles the 

proud. 

 

The Most High rules 

the Kingdoms of Men 

and gives it to whom 

he will. 

 

The inevitable 

judgement of God on 

human  insolence and 

pride 

 

God will bring to 

judgment those who 

refuse to acknowledge 

him 

Application 

Knowing God is in 

control leads to 

faithfulness which 

begins in private 

Application: We can 

trust that God will 

restore and rule over 

everything fully. No 

matter how much 

humans mess this 

world up or move 

away from him. 

 

We must be willing to 

suffer for our faith. 

Let us not forget those 

who are suffering for 

their faith in big ways. 

 

Sometimes God may 

act in our lives to 

humble us. Humility 

is the appropriate 

attitude to God. 

 

Remember that it is a 

dreadful thing to fall 

into the hands of the 

living God. (Hebrews 

10:31) 

 

Be careful to live what 

you know!  Dan 5:22  

and Luke 12:48 
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 Study 6 Study 7 Study8 Study 9 Study 10 

Aim 
 

God is mighty to save. 

 

‘he rescues and saves 

he performs signs and 

wonders…he has 

rescued Daniel from 

the power of the lions’ 

(Dan 6:27) 

 

 

To see that in a world 

of authority and 

power struggles, God 

is the one real 

permanent authority. 

 

Christians will suffer 

but God will 

accomplish his good 

plan for their future. 

God’s answers to our 

prayers might take 

longer than expected 

and may not turn out 

like we expected, but 

they are for the good 

of his people. 

 

There will be periods 

where God’s people 

are ruled by hostile 

regimes that are 

intolerant of their 

beliefs. 

 

Those who remain 

faithful under 

persecution will be 

delivered and 

vindicated in the 

resurrection 

Application 

Recognise that 

affliction and 

opposition are to be 

expected for 

Christians. 

 

Jerusalem a pile of 

rubble but destined to 

be the great future – 

he lived by the word 

of God by faith – he 

looked past the 

magnificent Babylon. 

 

 

Daniel’s God is not 

merely to be tolerated 

but worshipped with 

reverence and awe 

 

Our confidence should 

come from God’s 

permanent authority, 

not from other 

securities on offer (job, 

peace, spouse, 

success, peace, 

housing, health). 

 

 

Hope in the future will 

change how obsessed 

we are with the 

present. 

 

Examine our prayers 

to see that they are 

seeking what God 

wants. 

 

Put our hope in the 

resurrection 

 

Despite whatever 

circumstances come 

our way, stick with 

God. 
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Study 1 – Daniel 1 – Faithfulness 
 

Aim 

 God is in control and we are in his hands 

 

Application 

 

 Knowing God is in control leads to faithfulness which begins in private 
 

 

 

 

1. Can you think of a time when you found it hard to believe that God was in control?  

Why was this the case? 

 

2. In Daniel chapter 1, verse 1 we read that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and besieged it.  Why did this happen?  How did God’s people get here?    

 

3. Read Psalm 48.  What does it suggest about Jerusalem in the plans and purposes of 

God? 

 

4. Read 2 Samuel 7:8-16.  What does this tell us about the importance of the descendants 

of David? 

 

5. Read Jeremiah 39:1-8.  What has happened to the Davidic line?  To the city of God?    

What contemporary, historical or personal events can you think of that would rival in 

significance the destruction of Jerusalem?  You may like to read Lamentations 1:1-22; 

Psalm 137:1.         

 

6. The book of Daniel begins in Disaster.  Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had perfected 

the art of warfare.  Why is v2 crucial for understanding his victory? 

 

7. What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the implements used in worshipping God at the 

temple?  What was he trying to demonstrate? 

 

8. Who was taken into exile?  What would a conqueror gain by teaching gifted youths ‘the 

literature and language of the Chaldeans? 

 

9. Given a new name, given a three year program of re-education.  Why would this 

experience be a challenge for Daniel to maintain his belief and confidence in the God of 

Israel?  How would it challenge his identity as belonging to God’s people?     

 

10. Why do you think Daniel resolves ‘not to defile himself with the king’s food, or with the 

wine that he drank’?  What aspects of our society and culture conflict with the lifestyle 

that Jesus calls us to follow?  How do you protect yourself from defilement? 
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11. In what areas does your personal walk with God result in a different lifestyle to our 

culture?  What is helping you maintain your distinctiveness?  Where are you winning?  

Where do you need help? 

 

12. You may have heard it said someone is ‘so heavenly minded they are of no earthly use 

to anyone’.  In v19-20 how practical and useful is the wisdom of Daniel?  Where does it 

come from?  What will it mean for you to be wise in this world? 

 

13. How are you going to grow in wisdom and understanding? 
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NOTES  
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Study 2 – Daniel 2 – God of gods 
 

Aim 

 

 Aim: God's wisdom trumps human wisdom. God's kingdom will trump human kingdoms. 

Application 

 

 We can trust that God will restore and rule over everything fully. No matter how much 

humans mess this world up or move away from him. 

 

1. Do you ever find yourself worrying about the future of Christianity in our world eg. 

Ethics in schools, homosexual marriage..? 

Read Daniel 2:1-12 

2. What does King Nebuchadnezzar ask of his wise men? Why does he keep on asking 

them this? 

 

3. What impression do we get of Nebuchadnezzar in these verses? 

 

4. Is the statement of the wise men in v10-12 right or wrong? (See Daniel’s answer in v27-

28 for help) 

 

5. What does this reply from the wise men reveal about their wisdom? 

Read 13-18 

6. What impression do we get of Daniel in these verses? What is his relationship with God 

like? 

Read 19-23 

7. What is Daniel’s instant response to God revealing the mystery to him? 

 

8. Daniel’s God is a God of wisdom and power. Why are these two characteristics so 

important and central to God’s character?  

 

9. Do you expect God to give us his wisdom today? 

Read 24-45 

10. What do you think is the significance of all the worldly powers being represented by a 

statue in the shape of a human? (See also Ps 135:15-18) 

 

11. What does the stone represent (v34)? 

 



  
Page 13 

 
  

12. What happens to the statue and to the stone (v35)? What is the message of this dream 

overall? 

 

13. From this passage (esp. v44-45), what is the Jewish understanding of the kingdom of 

God? How has that understanding been built on and developed by Jesus and the 

apostles?  

 

14. Should we worry that our world is moving away from its Christian roots? 

 

15. What hope does this scary dream given to Nebuchadnezzar give to us? 
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NOTES 
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Study 3 – Daniel 3 – Bow or burn  
 

Aim 

 Obedience to God may require risk or suffering. God may or may not relieve this in this 

life. 

Application 

 We must be willing to suffer for our faith. Let us not forget those who are suffering for 

their faith in big ways. 

 

1. Has being a Christian ever made life difficult for you? 

Reread 2:46-49 

2. What picture do we get of Nebuchadnezzar at the end of chapter 2? 

Read 3:1-7 

3. Were we right about Nebuchadnezzar at the end of the last chapter? 

 

4. What is the irony in Nebuchadnezzar’s construction of this statue after his dream that 

we read about in chapter 2? 

 

5. The author uses ridiculously detailed lists as he tells this story in chapter 3 (v2, 3, 5, 7...). 

What point do you think he is trying to make? 

 

6. What picture do we get of Nebuchadnezzar here? Does this match up with the 

image/statue he makes of himself? 

Read 8-18 

7. What do you think prompted Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men to tell him about Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego’s refusal to bow to the king’s idol? 

 

8. What does Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s reply in v16-18 indicate about their 

faith in God? Can you relate to these three men? 

Read 19-30 

9. How does God treat his loyal servants compared to how Nebuchadnezzar treated his 

loyal servants? 

 

10. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were willing to go to their painful deaths rather than 

serve Nebuchadnezzar’s gods or worship his golden image. Have you ever experienced a 

decision similar to this though on a lesser scale? 
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11. Why did God choose to save these three men while countless Christians have gone to 

their deaths for their faith? 

 

12. What assurance is there for us from this story as we are willing to face persecution? 

 

13. How can we ensure that we will be willing to suffer rather than compromise our loyalty 

to God? 

 

14. Go to www.persecution.org and read about some countries/individuals suffering 

persecution as Christians today and pray for them together. Perhaps even consider 

writing prisoners letters of encouragement as a group. 

 

  

http://www.persecution.org/


  
Page 17 

 
  

NOTES 
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Study 4 – Daniel 4 – The King of Heaven  
 

Aim 

 God humbles the proud. 

Application 

 

 Application: Sometimes God may act in our lives to humble us. Humility is the appropriate 

attitude to God. 

 

1. How did the last chapter end in terms of Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude towards God?  

 

2. Do you think Nebuchadnezzar’s statement in v29 is any more sincere than that at the 

end of the chapter before? 

Read 1-18 

3. Does this support or challenge your assessment of Nebuchadnezzar? 

 

4. What is Nebuchadnezzar’s view on Spiritual things at this stage (note v8-9)? 

Read 19-27 

5. What does the image of the tree portray about Nebuchadnezzar? Does thinking about 

Gen 11:1-4 shed any light on this also? 

 

6. How does v26 contrast with Nebuchadnezzar’s view of the God of the Hebrews? 

 

7. How might Nebuchadnezzar have felt hearing the interpretation of this dream? 

 

8. What does v27 indicate about God’s judgement on Nebuchadnezzar? 

Read 28-37 

 

9. Describe the events that bring Nebuchadnezzar to be fully restored as king in v36? 

 

10. Is the ending of this chapter different to the ending of the last? 

 

11. How does the way that it is written in the first person affect your view? 

 

12. How do Nebuchadnezzar’s words in v37 sum up the last few chapters? 

 

13. What does this chapter make you think or feel about God? 

 

14. In what ways have you noticed arrogance in your own attitude and life? 
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15. Have you ever experienced a time when God has humbled you? 

 

16. How can we maintain an appropriate humility in the way we relate to God? 

 

  



  
Page 20 

 
  

NOTES 
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Study  – Daniel 5 – The writing on the wall   
 

Aim 

 The inevitable judgement of God on human  insolence and pride 

 God will bring to judgment those who refuse to acknowledge him 

 

Application 

 

 Remember that it is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 

10:31) 

 Be careful to live what you know!  Dan 5:22  and Luke 12:48 

 

1. What are some of the different ways that God has taught, changed and shaped you? 

Share some examples. 

 

Read verses 1-4 

 

2. How did King Belshazzar’s father come into possession of the vessels of gold? Why were 

they in the temple in the first place? 

 

3. Why do you think he wanted to drink wine out of those particular gold vessels?  

 

4. Why did they praise the gods of gold and silver? If there were gods of gold and silver, 

what was their significance to Belshazzar? Why were they to be praised? 

 

Read verses 5-9 

 

5. As you read verse 5 what do you think the message on the wall is likely to mean? Should 

Belshazzar be able to join the dots? 

 

6. Why is Belshazzar so scared in v6? Why is he even more scared in v9? What’s the 

difference between the gods of silver and gold and whoever is responsible for this 

writing?  

 

Read verses 10-30 

 

7. What does the story about Belshazzar’s father have to do with the current situation? 
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8. Does God expect us to learn from the trials and sufferings of others? Can you think of 

particular instances where God has taught you through someone else’s experiences?  

Read 1 Cor 10:1-13; Romans 15:4. 

 

9. Why did Belshazzar reward Daniel and treat him well if the writing had predicted the 

end of his kingdom? 

 

10. How could Belshazzar have become so arrogant and ignorant after the things his Father 

had learned? 

 

11. What are the things in our lives that are most likely to deceive us into such ungodly 

confidence?  What does the book of proverbs teach us about money, sex and alcohol 

(Daniel 5:1-2)?  What effect have they exerted on Belshazzar? 
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NOTES 
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Study - Daniel 6 – Resistance is futile    
 

Aim 

 God is mighty to save 

 ‘he rescues and saves, he performs signs and wonders...he has rescued Daniel from the 

power of the lions’ (Daniel 6:27). 

 

Application 

 

 Recognise that affliction and opposition are expected for Christians. 

 Jerusalem a pile of rubble but destined to be the great future.  Daniel lived by the word of 

God by faith, he looked past appearances, past the magnificence of Babylon and the rubble 

of Jerusalem to the sure promise of God. 

 Daniel’s God is not merely to be tolerated but worshipped with reverence and awe. 

 

 

1. Do you think God gets offended? What sorts of things offend you? 

 

Read verses 1-5 

 

2. How does Daniel manage to get to the top of the staff of a third king? 

 

3. Why do the other officials believe that Daniels faith in God was his weakness? Were 

they right or wrong about his faith being a weakness? 

 

Read verses 6-10 

 

4. What is King Darius greatest weakness? What motive did he have for passing this law? 

 

5. What is the greatest weakness of the satraps and presidents? 

 

6. Are you inclined towards any of these weaknesses? Discuss... 

 

7. Why does Daniel pray towards Jerusalem? What has he to give thanks for? 

 

8. How likely are you to pray prayers of thanks in difficult times? What should you be 

thanking God for in these times? (Where does Jerusalem fit in?) 

 

Read verses 11-28 



  
Page 25 

 
  

 

9. Why does King Darius want to save Daniel? (v14) 

 

10. What is the connection between Daniel trusting God and being saved? v23. If we trust 

God like Daniel should we expect God will rescue us similarly from earthly trials? 

 

11. Why does the King have the families of the false accusers thrown in with the lions? 

 

12. Does King Darius learn all that he is meant to from this story? Does he know enough to 

be saved? 

 

13. How does Daniel make his decision to continue praying? Should we think of this as a 

hard decision or an easy decision? 

 

14. Are there parts of your Christian life that are worth dying for rather than giving 

up? Are there parts that could be compromised without too much trouble? 
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NOTES 
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Study 7 – Daniel 7 – Seeing the future   
 

Aim 

 To see that in a world of authority and power struggles, God is the one real permanent 

authority. 

Application 

 

  Our confidence should come from God’s permanent authority, not from other securities on 

offer (job, peace, spouse, success, peace, housing, health). 

Introduction: 

Are there times in your life when you have felt completely overwhelmed by the way the world 

is going; the way things are going for you because of the forces at work in the world; the cost 

you have to pay for being a Christian? 

Take a quick glance over the whole of chapter 7. How is this chapter different from the 

previous chapters? 

NOTE: The first six chapters of Daniel are narrative, although they do include some visions and 

interpretations along the way. The second half is all visionary material and is called apocalyptic writing. 

This means it uses strange imagery, scene changes between heaven and earth, and repetition of particular 

numbers and colours. The point is not for us to add up all the numbers and figure out a timeline—but to 

show the big picture of God’s ways in the world. 

 

1. Do you notice any similarities with chapter 7 and the preceding chapters (especially chapter 

2)? 

 

Scene 1: Read verses 2-8: The Beastly Images 

2. What is the overriding impression you get of these beasts? 

 

3. What is the location for this part of the vision? 

 

Scene 2: Read 9-12: The Heavenly Court 

4. What is described here? 

 

5. How is this picture different from the vision of vs2-8? 

 

6. What is the location for this part of the vision? 

7. Who is the Ancient of Days? Why do you think he is given this name here? 

 

8. What does Scene 2 contribute to our understanding of authority? 
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Scene 3: Read 13-14: The Human Figure in a Divine Court 

9. Where is the Son of Man figure coming to? 

 

10. What happens to this figure when he arrives? 

 

11. How is this figure similar AND different from the four beasts and the horn? 

 

Daniel receives two sets of interpretation in verses 16-18 and then 23-27. Between these he gives more 

information about this fourth beast and the horns which are troubling him. 

Read 15-18 

12. Why are the images troubling to Daniel? 

 

13. What is the overriding message Daniel gets in 15-18? How would this help his distress? 

 

Read 19-27 

14. Who and what is the focus for the little horn’s attacks? 

 

15. What will happen to the little horn? 

 

16. What will happen to the people he is attacking? 

 

Reflect: 

17. In spite of all the many details and sometimes confusing figures in this chapter, what is the 

positive information here? What is the negative information which is given? 

 

18. How might the following Psalms support a reading of Daniel 7: Psalm 96:10; Psalm 74:13-

14a, 16-17; Psalm 89:9-11; Psalm 2:1-2? 

 

19. As a Christian living in a world full of claims of authority and power, what place does this 

chapter have in our lives? How do you think Jesus might fit into this picture (hint: think of 

statements like the one in Matthew 28:18) 
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NOTES 
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Study 8 – Daniel 8 –   Appalling vision 
 

Aim 

 Christians will suffer but God will accomplish his good plan for their future. 

 

Application 

 

 Hope in the future will change how obsessed we are with the present. 

Introduction: 

Daniel 7 is about the ongoing struggle between earthly rulers and God’s rule, and the final 

victory of God. By contrast, Daniel 8 gives details of a particular instance of this struggle. 

 

Q: Do you know someone who has given up being a Christian? What sort of things might 

you say in response to them? 

 

Read verses 1-14: 

1. How is the ram described? How is the goat described? 

 

2. What kind of emotions are evoked when you read about the ram and the goat? 

 

3. What elements from chapter 7’s vision reappear in chapter 8? 

 

4. Why would it be a surprise that God’s temple could be trampled on by a foreign army? 

 

Read 15-27 

5. How is the level of interpretation given in chapter 8 different when compared with chapter 

7? 

 

NOTE: The vision and its interpretation are much more specifically related to the people of Israel. Daniel’s 

vision provides a good overview of the history of the Greek Empire. Under the leadership of Alexander the 

Great (v.21), the Greek Empire grew in size and power. After Alexander’s early death, however, the empire 

was divided among four of his generals (v.22). 

 

6. Considerable attention is given to one of the goat’s horns (vv9-12, 23-25). Why do you 

think this particular horn is given so much attention? 

 

7. Discuss how the story of the little horn is similar to the story in chapter 5 of the writing on 

the wall? 
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The ‘king of bold face’ in v23 is generally thought to be Antiochus IV – who gave himself the name 

Epiphanes, meaning ‘God manifest’. He was a vicious persecutor of God’s people and during his reign he 

banned Sabbath-keeping and circumcision, and set up sacrifices to his god in the Jerusalem temple. 

 

8. Why do you think God is providing Daniel with this insight into the future? 

 

9. How might the duration of this suffering (v14, 26) be both a comfort and a negative? Do 

you remember something similar from chapter 7? 

 

10. How might Daniel’s conclusion in verse 27 be a warning and an encouragement to us when 

we think about the future but have responsibilities in the present? 

 

11. In Daniel’s vision we see that God is still in control even when things seem to be going 

wrong. How is this also seen in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

 

12. For Christians who are experiencing difficult life circumstances (whether internal or 

external), how is God’s plan for the future a help for them now? 
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NOTES 
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Study 9 – Daniel 9 – Praying the promises   
 

Aim 

 AIM: God’s answers to our prayers might take longer than expected and may not turn 

out like we expected, but they are for the good of his people. 

 

Application 

 

 Application: Examine our prayers to see that they are seeking what God wants. 

Q:  Why do you think people might be tempted to think God is not very powerful? 

1. Read Daniel 9:1-2. When date does Daniel give for this chapter? Read Daniel 5:30-31 and 

discuss why this is significant for the rest of the chapter’s content? 

 

2. Read Jeremiah 25:8-11 and 29:10-14. According to Jeremiah, why were the Israelites in 

Babylon? 

 

3. Read those passages in Jeremiah closely, does God promise to bring the exiles back after 70 

years? When does God promise to do that? 

 

Read Daniel 9:4-19 

4. According to Daniel, why did the Exile happen? 

 

5. What does Daniel have to say about God? 

 

6. What does Daniel see as most essential now for he and his people? 

 

7. Is Daniel’s prayer a model for Christians to use? How so? 

 

Read Daniel 9:20-23 

8. What do these verses reveal about what goes on in our world that we are unaware of? 

 

9. What do they tell us about how and when God answers prayer? 

 

Read Daniel 9:24-27 

10. Is Daniel’s prayer answered by the angel Gabriel? How so? 

 

11. What is Gabriel’s overall message? 

 

12. What similarities does this response have with the visions of chapters 7 and 8? 
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13. What do each of these chapters and visions tell us about God’s relationship with history 

and his commitment to his people? 

 

14. Are you willing to not always see the answer to your prayers in this lifetime, and still 

believe in the God of history? 

 

15. What do (or could) you pray for that might not be answered in your lifetime? 
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NOTES 
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Study 10-12 – Daniel 10-12 – A great war  
 

Aim 

 There will be periods where God’s people are ruled by hostile regimes that are intolerant 

of their beliefs. 

 Those who remain faithful under persecution will be delivered and vindicated in the 

resurrection.   

 

Application 

 Put our hope in the resurrection 

 Despite whatever circumstances come our way, stick with God. 

 

 

Read 10:1-9 

 

 

1. In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia (v1)... How old must Daniel have been at this 

stage of his life?  Can you remember the names of the Kings he has served in Babylon? 

a.  1:1 

 

b. 5:1;7:1; 8:1;9:1 

 

c. 6:1 

 

2. In the first or second year of Cyrus’ reign what were the Jews allowed to do? Ezra 1:1-4.  

 

3. What did Daniel see as he was standing on the banks of the Tigris?  What was the effect 

of the vision upon Daniel? 

Introducing the vision: read 10:10 – 11:1  

4. Daniel is overwhelmed by his vision and then his conversation with a supernatural 

being.  How does Daniel recover? 

a. v 10 

 

b. v 16 

 

c. v18-19 

 

5. What is the vision about? V14, v21 

 

6. How does this passage correct a worldview that accepts only the existence of what can 

be scientifically measured and analysed? 
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The Vision: 11:2 – 12:4 

It may be helpful to be reminded of a little ancient history here.  When Alexander the Great died of fever at 

Babylon in 323BC, his empire was divided up and ruled by his four generals.   From one of these generals 

came the Ptolemaic dynasty of Syria, Palestine and Egypt.  Ptolemy I started a dynasty that ruled until 

the death of Cleopatra VII in 30BC (Yes!  As in Antony & Cleopatra!).  From another, came the Seleucid 

dynasty in Northern Syria, Mesopotamia and eastern regions.  In Daniel chapter 11 – the king of the 

South refers to the Ptolemaic Kingdom and the King of the North refers to the Seleucid kingdom.  These 

two kingdoms were at war in the 2nd Century BC. 

7. In v21 – 45 we meet a new King who seems more terrible than the others.  What do we 

learn about him? 

a. v21 – 24 

 

b. v25 – 35 

 

c. v36 – 45 

 

8. The focus of this chapter is on Antiochus Epiphanes IV, a Seleucid king who desecrated 

the Jerusalem temple and attempted to enforce national apostasy.  How does this 

chapter provide comfort to those afflicted by his reign? 

 

9. But at that time...what is ‘the Book’? (Psalm 69:28; Isa 4:3; Mal 3:16-18; Phil 4:3; Luke 

10:20; Revelation 3:4-69).  Is your name there?  How do you know? 

Epilogue 12:5-13 

10.  “My Lord, what will the outcome of all this be?’ v8.  What is the answer given to 

Daniel?  Why doesn’t God let us know more of our future?   

 

11. How is this a picture of our world in v10? 

 

12. What are God’s people assured of in v13? 

 

13. Do you personally know any Christians who are suffering for their faith and witness?  

Where in world today are Christians oppressed and persecuted?  

 

a.  www.operationworld.org 

b. http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3135/muslim-persecution-of-christians-may-

2012 

c.  

 

14. What does Daniel lead us to pray for them?  Pray for them now.  

 

http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3135/muslim-persecution-of-christians-may-2012
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3135/muslim-persecution-of-christians-may-2012
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