RIVERSIDE ANGLICAN CHURCHES
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION OR REFLECTION

ROMANS 3:21-31
1. Where do most people think they stand with God? When people sin, in what ways do they tend to deal with it? How effective are such responses to our sin?

2. Read Romans 3:9-20. Where do people stand with God according to vv9-20? What is one function of the OT law according to v20? How would you respond to a self-satisfied person who says, "I live my life by the Ten Commandments"?

3. What does it mean for a person to be "righteous"? (See 3:20, 5:9, Gal 2:15-16, noting that to be "justified" means to be made/declared righteous)

4. Read Romans 3:21-26. In what ways is the "But now..." at the start of v21 significant? What is another function of the OT law according to v21?

5. Where should those who desire righteousness look to find it (v21)? How has this righteousness been manifested? How is this righteousness obtained (v22)? To whom is this righteousness available?

6. Based on vv22-24, how would you respond to the person who can't accept that God might let a paedophile or mass-murderer (for example) into heaven? 

7. How is it possible for God to justify sinners as a gift (vv24b-25a)?

8. Is forgiveness a denial of justice (vv25b-26)? Explain.

9. Why was it a problem that God had "passed over" the sins of OT believers and just accepted those people seemingly despite their sins? How does the new manifestation of the righteousness of God solve this problem? On what basis will OT believers go to heaven?

10. Read Romans 3:27-31. What reason might a Jew have had to feel superior before Jesus came? What does the revelation of God's righteousness in Jesus Christ do to the old system of Jew/Gentile?  Why is it so inappropriate for any Christian to be boastful about where they stand with God?

11. In what ways does our faith in Jesus result in the OT law being "upheld" rather than "overthrown" (v31)? 

12. Martin Luther said that justification by faith is the doctrine on which the church stands or falls and that Romans 3:21-26 is the heart of the Bible. Discuss.

13. What difference will these truths make to a person’s life?

