RIVERSIDE ANGLICAN CHURCHES
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION OR REFLECTION

GOD IS HOLY
1. A non-christian friend says to you, "God and me, we'd be mates!" (a la Crocodile Dundee). How do you respond?

2. Read Psalm 99:1-9 and Isaiah 6:1-5. When God is described as "holy" what does it mean? (See also Is 57:15)

3. “The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that He is merely holy, or even holy, holy. He is holy, holy, holy. The Bible never says that God is love, love, love, or mercy, mercy, mercy, or wrath, wrath, wrath, or justice, justice, justice. It does say that He is holy, holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His glory.” (R. C. Sproul) Discuss this statement. How does the holiness of God relate to his other attributes?
4. Do you praise God for his holiness? Why should we get excited about his holiness?

5. In Isaiah 6:5, why did Isaiah react as he did to the vision of God in His holiness? What options are open to the Holy One when confronted with human sin? (See Isaiah 5:16 and 6:7)
6. Read 1 Samuel 6:19-21. What did the people of Beth-shemesh realise about God? How would you answer their question, “Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God?”
7. Read Exodus 19:4-6, Leviticus 11:44-45, 20:24-26, 22:31-32. What was involved in being the people of God? What was the purpose of the OT law according to these passages? 
8. Note: “sanctify” means “make holy” and “saint” means “holy one”. Is sanctification an event, a process or both? Explain. (See 1 Corinthians 1:2, 1:30, 6:11, Hebrews 10:10, 10:14, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 5:23 ).
9. Read Hebrews 9:13-14. How has God made it possible for us to draw near to him? What should this feel like for us?

10. How should the holiness of God change the way you live your life this week in terms of (a) what you refrain from doing, and (b) what you do?
